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In this rapidly developing country, opportunities are there for the taking. Lucy Manning meets three women
who have kick-started brand-new careers since seftling in the UAE

KERRI LEIGH DANN

In the 14 years Kerri has lived in Dubai,
there's very littie she hasn’t done. Alter
working as a flight attendant, studying for
an HND, becoming a business development
manager and trying her hand al voiceovers,
Kerri's new career is feng shui

“I've done so many jobs since living in Duibi,
Lint feng shui has been a constant for the kast
10 vears, although just as a hobby o first,
When | lelt Emirates in 1996, where I'd been
working as a Mighy artendant, nv hisband,
Gires, and 1 had three prohlems and we conild
not shift them. One was financial, one was
contractual and the athier was FK'I'iuI1iI|. It
was my sister who suggested that T tried ot
feng shui. | didn’t have much 1o do, so 1 feng
shi-gel vur apartment from op to bottom,
anel it ook me two weeks to linish i And |
wear, three davs afier the day 1 fnished. every
probdem was solved,

Sinee tlien, Pve been hooked, I've been
Qi bW CONrses — one 1n .‘rl.:]:l‘_\.\iu and one in
Singapire - and now P trying 1o make leng
shui my career. Tt normally takes me @ week
1o dho someone’s home. 1 go in and measire

the house, then | P for mao l|:l}s and

I'll plan everything on the compaiter. Then for

the net twa dlavs, | completely rearrange the

entire honse, with the client helping me.

1 tell them what ' doing and why, so they gt
a mini feng shin conrse as I'm doing i I
Very passionate abiout it, and I'm so thoronety,
is fightening! T move TVs and dining rooms
into other rowms, and sofas and cirpets get
pulled s, All vour paintings come off the
walls aned get rearranged evervwhere. .. And
vou have lots of coffee and chats —it's really
fun. And by the time T've finished, the houses
alwavs look hener, as well,

These days, Greg won't move ingo a louse
unless U've feng shui-ed it And he's an oil
iradder, so he's very loggical and analy tical,

Another example is a chient of mine who hael

just joined a real estate company. She was

sleeping in a bedroom which said that she'd
have obstacles in her life. So 1 just changed
the bed position around, and 1 changed
the colours in it Five days later, she sold six
honses in one dav, And she's been e-tllini_:
nonestop ever since. 10s all really weird — I'm
nod going 1o lie! T1's not exactly hokes-pokey,
b i a lincde bt strange.

| Lelieve that leng shni won't change
vour life completely — it will only enhance it

1§ vou'se sitting a1 home and warching TV,

vou're not soing to get what vou're looking

for, But if vou're out there doing something
paositive, then something weird will happen.
I think vour desting is vour own and vou've got
1o miake it or break it vourselll 10s up o vou
i knock an those doors and walk forwand.

However, | think that when von mix leng shn
with a positive outlook, your life will only get
heter, It makes vour good times Gatastic, and
it mikes had tmes bearable: It's no going o
st vau having a bad day — everyone has bad
clavs, atherwise lile wonld be boring. Bur feng
shiui makes vour problems much easier.

I'd never have imagined that [ could have
st into something like this. 1 acoally thouglt
1 stay i the airdine industry lor most ol
iy career — certuinly not going into people’s
houses and rearmanging their furniture using a
3 000-vear-old Clinese an!

1 think that Tving in Dubai can help
|IU|||il ton bramchy ot mto new l]lirl',-,!-. Farst
ol all, people have wken the risk ol moving
here. so they've got a certain attitude inlorerd
i them anvway, But T also think thar people
are very open-minded here, When Fworked

with Erirates, | flew with Indians, Thais.

fudeshis, Lebanese. .. Before, when

Han:

[ was fhving in Austealia, all my colleagues

were Anstralian, | think vour mind changes.
When vou've been here a long time, vou start
1o take that Tor granted, becavse 11 becomes
a tew Kind n!'||n||||.'.'|1i|_\'. When | g Ly

1o Brishane, all my [rends are Australion or
Lrabian, bt when Frochere, my lriends are
friorn all ever the world, Living ina ]\|:nc like
Dhubai miakes vou step out of vour comlor
aone, and diae puis von in s place where vou

can trv all sorts of new things.” ©

ele

regand | have fivedin this villa for three
years, and weabsolutelyloveit. Wehave
to move outsoon, which I'm really sad
about, but we're going to look for something in
the samearea. Whenit comes to feng shui, this
house is verywell designed. It has protectionat
the backand thesides but is open at the front to
allow the energy to flow. We're gaing to have to
findanather heusewhich is equally good!
My favourite room is myliving room —and
it's feng shui-ed to the hilt! Everything has
been placedwhere itis forareason. | use
acombination of three types of feng shui:
Form School, Eight Mansions and Advanced
Flying Stars. All these disciplines are taken into

Myfavouriteroom

always makes mesmile. There’s a picture that we
bought on holiday in France, and therearealso
two Adam Barsby paintings in here, whichwere
the first paintings Greg and | bought together.
The sofasinthis room were designed by Greg,
eventhoughhe'snotactually adesigner — he's
an oil trader! We chose the colourstogether and
had them made to Greg’s design. The coversare
made fromcompletely natural fabrics.

1 also particularly love the candle holder
onthe coffee table. We bought it froman
exhibition at Waf City and it was made by a Welsh
bfacksmith. | also have a few pieces of furniture
inhere from Pinkie's in Sharjah. It’s absolutely
amazing there —you tell themwhat you're

“] believe that your home should reflect really
good memories... when you look at things, you
mind automatically flicks to that memory.”

consideration inthe layout of my livingroom,
but | don't thinkit looks overly planned. When
fengshuiis done well, a room should look
comfortableand natural —youshouldn't be able
totellit’s been feng shui-ed through commercial
objects.

| believe that your home should reflect really
good memories. The mind is very powerful and
when you lookat things, your mind automatically
flicks to that memory. I love to have things
ondisplay that make me happy, and almost
everythingin this roomwas chosen by Greg and

leoking for and they make it foryou.

Acouple of years ago, | went back-packing
with some friendsaround India. | broughtback
asmall metal statue of a god of wealth, which
keepinthe northwest corner,

There'salsoa large bamboointhe north
corner to protect us from legal problems. Pve
studied feng shuiin Malaysiaand Singapore
and recently started doing professional
consultations for Connections Properties. | think
that feng shuiis atool that you can use in ife
— you can't stop destiny but you can help it along
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